
 

 

 
 

Monthly  
Notes  

Fami ly Gat her ing

Who will be our planner this month?  

For new families, we like to rotate the parent support months with a  

family gathering month.  

We have been percolating an idea of going on the Teal boat together for 

July. Family friendly boat excursion? Yes, please! 

Let us know if you have an idea for May or want to help with July! 

May Holidays  

5/26  Memorial Day 

May 2025
We like the warm weather! And your little butterflies are having so much 

fun in the sun. Along with the arrival of butterfly wings for wearing outside, 

we got magic wands and matchbox cars! The cars have been really fun as 

they fit into the ramps and kids are loving running them down the slide.  

Lunchtime today was full of thank yous for our meal—thank you earth, sun, 

trees and people at the tables! It is so fun to see and hear kids extending 

and applying our little rituals in caring ways.  

2025-2026  Schoo l Year
When ICSD publishes their calendar for next year, we plan ahead too.  

The WHE calendar includes a couple of changes to the ICSD calendar that 

are highlighted at the bottom our policies page.  

This newsletter contains documents for the 2025-2026 year including: 

• WHE Calendar 

• WHE 2025-26 Tuition & Enrollment Policies 

...and a current class list! 
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Parenting Styles 
The way we parent not only influences our child’s sense of self, it influences our  
relationship with them and builds a foundation for how they relate to others and the 
world around them. If you have ever said something 
like, “I’m never going to be like my parents!” you 
may be reflecting on the way they interacted with 
you and how it made you feel.  
 

In her article, What is your  
parenting styles, and why does it matter?  
Lauren Pardee notes that parenting styles “can 
affect everything from your child’s self-esteem to 
their academic success” and that “the way you  
interact with your child—and how you discipline 
them—will influence them for the rest of their life.”  
 
Parenting styles are typically referred to as  
authoritarian (brickwall), 
authoritative (backbone) 
or permissive (jellyfish), 
Lauren Pardee adds  
neglectful to her list.  
 
An example of how  
parenting styles comes 
into play is when we set 
boundaries. Even though 
we know boundaries are  
important, when we  
consider the research on 
how our interactions  
impact our child’s sense 
of self worth, we might 
find it a little more  
important find a  
backbone.  
  
We must find our limits: 
in fact authoritarian 
(brickwall) parenting 
makes children feel more 
valued than permissive 
parenting—and certainly 
more valued than when 
in a family with  
uninvolved parent(s). 
Again, the role of  
attention is so important. 
Children who receive 
attention feel loved.  

https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/style/parenting-styles-explained/
https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/style/parenting-styles-explained/


May Curr iculum 

Primary Themes 

 More gardening, more planting! 

 What Plants Need 

 Parts of animals and plants 

 Continents, flags and flag making 

 “Tap Tap” 

 Geoboard 

 Geometric manipulative 

 Introducing games 
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Golden Garden  Spider   

 

 

She’s a golden garden spider 

One day I sat beside her 

She looked at me, 

and this is what she said:  

I’m a golden garden spider 

A spinner not a fighter 

Come close to me 

and watch me spin my web. 

Activities  

• Beading, sewing 
• Butterfly painting 
• Wings to wear! 
• Care of environment: pouring, 

sweeping 
• Elementary movements 
• Sequencing 
• Grace and courtesy 
• Counting/number games 
 

 
Books 

• The Friend Ship  
(Kat Yeh) 

• Bear’s New Friend 
(Karma Wilson) 

• The Boy Who Invented 
the Popsicle 

• T is for Tugboat 
• You are a Story  

(Bob Raczka) 
• Firefighter’s Handbook 
• Curious George ++++ 

Songs  

• Robin Red Breast 
• Mockingbird Hill 
• The Earth is Good to Me 
• Bean Song 
• Golden Garden Spider 
• Oats, Peas, Beans and Barley Grow 
• Grey Squirrel 
• I Like the Flowers, I Like the Daffodils… 
• Back of a Crocodile 
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Effective 09.01.2025-08.31.2026.  
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